




Colossians 1:15-20



I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his 
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 

THE APOSTLES CREED



He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The 
third day he rose again from the dead. 

THE APOSTLES CREED



He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty. From there he 
will come to judge the living and the dead.

THE APOSTLES CREED



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE APOSTLES CREED



“We believe in Jesus Christ, His Only Son, 
Our Lord.” 



Now when Jesus came into the district of 
Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who 
do people say that the Son of Man is?”

Matthew 16:13-15



And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, 
others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of 
the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do 
you say that I am?”

Matthew 16:13-15



Who do you say that Jesus is?



“I am trying here to prevent anyone from saying 
the really foolish thing that people often say 
about Him: ‘I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great 
moral teacher, but I don’t accept his claim to be 
God.’ That is the one thing we must not say. 



A man who was merely a man and said the sort of 
things Jesus said would not be a great moral 
teacher. He would either be a lunatic– on a level 
with the man who says he is a poached egg– or 
else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must 
make your choice. 



Either this man was, and is, the Son of God: or 
else a madman or something worse. You can 
shut him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and 
kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet 
and call Him Lord and God. 



But let us not come up with any patronizing 
nonsense about His being a great human 
teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did 
not intend to.”

- CS Lewis



He is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of all creation. For by him all things 
were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or authorities—all things were created 
through him and for him. 
Colossians 1:15-20



And he is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together. And he is the head of the body, 
the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead, that in everything he might be 
preeminent. 

Colossians 1:15-20



For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself 
all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 
making peace by the blood of his cross.

Colossians 1:15-20



The Person of Jesus
The Position of Jesus
The Purposes of Jesus



He is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of all creation.

 
Colossians 1:15



The Person of Jesus
1. Jesus was real



“Despite the enormous range of opinion, there 
are several points on which virtually all scholars 
of antiquity agree. Jesus was a Jewish man, 
known to be a preacher and teacher, 

- Bart Ehrman



who was crucified (a Roman form of execution) 
in Jerusalem during the reign of the Roman 
emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was the 
governor of Judea.” 

 
- Bart Ehrman



Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, 
and it is enough for us.” Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you so long, and you still do 
not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has 
seen the Father. 
 
John 14:8-11



How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you 
not believe that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do 
not speak on my own authority, but the Father 
who dwells in me does his works. 

John 14:8-11



Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me, or else believe on account of the works 
themselves.
 

John 14:8-11



The Person of Jesus
1. Jesus was real



The Person of Jesus
1. Jesus was real
2. Jesus is God



For by him all things were created, in heaven 
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—
all things were created through him and for him. 
And he is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together. 
Colossians 1:16-17



The Position of Jesus



The Position of Jesus
1. Jesus is creator



The Position of Jesus
1. Jesus is creator
2. Jesus is sustainer



The Position of Jesus
1. Jesus is creator
2. Jesus is sustainer
3. Jesus is ruler



The Position of Jesus
1. Jesus is creator
2. Jesus is sustainer
3. Jesus is ruler
4. Jesus is Lord



And he is the head of the body, the church. 

Colossians 1:18



The Purpose of Jesus
1. Jesus is the head of the Church



For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself 
all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 
making peace by the blood of his cross.

Colossians 1:19-20



“We believe in Jesus Christ, His Only Son, 
Our Lord.” 



Who do you say that Jesus is?



Orthopraxy:



Orthopraxy:
1. Trust Jesus with the World



Orthopraxy:
1. Trust Jesus with the World
2. Submit to Jesus your desires



Orthopraxy:
1. Trust Jesus with the World
2. Submit to Jesus your desires
3. Give Jesus your worship


