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CHURCH IS A FAMILY



So then you are no longer strangers 
and aliens, but you are fellow 
citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God.

Ephesians 2:19



But he replied to the man who told 
him, “Who is my mother, and who 
are my brothers?”

Matthew 12:48



And stretching out his hand toward 
his disciples, he said, “Here are my 
mother and my brothers! 

Matthew 12:48



For whoever does the will of my 
Father in heaven is my brother and 
sister and mother.”

Matthew 12:48



CHURCH IS A FAMILY



“In a strong group society, the 
person perceives himself or herself 
to be a member of a group, and 
responsible to the group for his or 
her actions, destiny, career, 
development, and life in general. 



The individual person is embedded 
in the group, and is free to do what 
he or she feels is right and 
necessary, only if in accord with 
group norms and only if the action 
is in the group’s best interest. 



The group has the priority over the 
individual member.”

- Bruce Malina
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CHURCH IS A FAMILY



SHARING OUR LIVES
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So, being affectionately desirous of 
you, we were ready to share with 
you not only the gospel of God but 
also our own selves, because you 
had become very dear to us.

1 Thessalonians 2:8



HEART POSTURE #1:
LOVE



So, being affectionately desirous of 
you, we were ready to share with 
you not only the gospel of God but 
also our own selves, because you 
had become very dear to us.

1 Thessalonians 2:8



Do nothing from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in humility count others 
more significant than yourselves. Let 
each of you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of 
others. 

Philippians 2:3-4



“You love your church to the extent 
to which you love its most difficult 
member.”

- Paul Washer



HEART POSTURE #1:
LOVE



HEART POSTURE #1:
LOVE

NEXT STEP #1:
SEE + RECEIVE CHRIST’S LOVE



HEART POSTURE #2:
INTENTIONALITY
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HEART POSTURE #2:
INTENTIONALITY



HEART POSTURE #2:
INTENTIONALITY

NEXT STEP #2:
SCHEDULE + SACRIFICE



HEART POSTURE #3:
PATIENT COMMITMENT
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HEART POSTURE #3:
PATIENT COMMITMENT

NEXT STEP #3:
GET OFF THE FENCE




